WHTI gets further discussion

· 2007-06-25 

US Rep. Louise M. Slaughter, chairwoman of the US House Rules Committee, hosted US Department of Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff in Buffalo today on a tour of the Peace Bridge and a roundtable discussion on the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI). “I was very pleased that Secretary Chertoff accepted my invitation to the Peace Bridge so that he could see first-hand the border WHTI will so drastically impact,” said Slaughter. “I have worked hard, along with fellow Members of Congress, citizens groups, and concerned officials, to ensure that this plan, when implemented, will work for our northern border communities instead of against them.” She added, “Mr. Chertoff’s visit has given me new hope that our message is being heard, and that together, we can craft a border policy that will defend both our safety and our economic security. We’re on the path to a new WHTI, and we’re going to keep working until we get there. Ours is a 200-year-old relationship with Canada, and this border is unlike any other in the world. We aim to keep it that way.”
Last Wednesday, the Department of Homeland Security and the State Department, reacting to continued pressure from Members of Congress and the public, jointly announced a new proposed rule for implementing the WHTI at land and sea entry-points. Under the proposal, travellers entering the US from Canada will have to carry a driver’s license and birth certificate, beginning Jan. 31, 2008. Customs and Border Officers will no longer accept “oral declarations” – that is, individuals who orally state that they are citizens of the US, but do not have the documentation to prove it. At some point during the summer of 2008, Homeland Security is scheduled to begin requiring that all travellers either have a passport, a yet-to-be developed “passport card,” or a NEXUS card to enter the US from Canada. Following today’s meeting, Slaughter announced that Chertoff has agreed to join her in a meeting at New York Governor Eliot Spitzer’s office within the next 30 days to discuss the creation of an enhanced driver’s license that could serve as an alternative to a passport.
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