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Slaughter Announces Date of Upcoming Homeland Security Committee Field Hearing on WHTI 

  

  

Washington, DC – Rep. Louise M. Slaughter (D-Fairport), Chairwoman of the House Rules Committee, today announced that a planned House Homeland Security Committee field hearing on issues surrounding the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) will take place in Buffalo on Friday, July 20th. 

  

Rep. Slaughter will be testifying at the event, as will other local officials. A complete list of those testifying is currently being compiled. The exact location of the hearing will be announced in July. 

  

"I am pleased that the first WHTI hearing in Congress this year will be held in Buffalo," Rep. Slaughter said. "It's another step in the right direction. The more attention we can draw to WHTI, the more confident I am that we will build up the support needed to fix it once and for all.  I look forward to welcoming Chairman Thompson to the Buffalo-Niagara region in July." 

  

Earlier this year, the Chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee, Bennie Thompson, agreed to hold a hearing on WHTI with Rep. Slaughter. The field hearing will examine the Department of Homeland Security's proposed WHTI regulations, and Rep. Slaughter's widely-endorsed legislation to reform WHTI. 

  

Today's announcement comes a day after Homeland Security Department Secretary Michael Chertoff visited Buffalo with Rep. Slaughter, and agreed to explore the idea of enhanced driver's licenses with New York State. 
