


DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY CHIEF CALLS NEW YORK LICENSES “AMONG THE MOST SECURE IN THE NATION” 


Governor Eliot Spitzer today stood with Department of Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff to announce an agreement that will make New York’s licensing system the most secure and most comprehensive license system in the country – one that will offer New Yorkers maximum choice for drivers licenses, uphold the strictest security standards and ensure the economic vitality of Upstate New York. 

The agreement stipulates that: 

New York State will continue to move forward with its plan to license undocumented immigrants, but will now implement that policy in tandem with the implementation of modified REAL ID regulations.  When combined with the anti-fraud security measures DMV has already announced, according to DHS Secretary Chertoff, “These techniques will make New York licenses among the most secure in the country.” 

The Department of Homeland Security will allow New York State’s DMV to begin offering an “Enhanced Drivers License” that will allow Western and Northern New Yorkers to cross the New York-Canadian border without a passport.  This is critical because next year the federal government has mandated that New Yorkers will no longer be able to cross the New York-Canadian border without a passport.  This agreement will ensure that the Upstate Economy does not suffer from this new federal mandate. 

The Department of Homeland Security, in its final regulations of REAL ID, will address the Administration’s main concerns regarding the original draft regulations and, as a result, New York’s licensing system will be in near compliance with the anticipated final regulations as DHS has laid out.  This accommodation will allow us to implement REAL ID far sooner than expected.  The final regulations, which are due out in the next month or two, will be far less expensive to implement, and will address convenience and privacy concerns.  

As a result of this comprehensive license agreement, New York will offer three separate and secure licenses all used for different purposes – an “Enhanced Drivers License” for crossing the NY-Canadian border, a federally-approved license to fly on planes and a New York State license for driving and identification purposes.   

The New York State license will continue to be available to both undocumented immigrants and lawful residents who simply chose not to purchase one of the federally-approved licenses, either because they already have a passport (35% of New Yorkers do), don’t want to pay an extra fee for one of these new federal licenses, or cannot meet the extra requirements necessary to get them.  The state-approved license will simply say “not for U.S. government purposes.” 

According to Secretary Chertoff: “In sum, that clarification, along with implementing REAL ID and Enhanced Drivers Licenses represents a major step forward for security, both for New York and for the country.”  Taken together, these steps, according to Secretary Chertoff represent “a major step forward for security, both for New York and for the country.” 

“As New Yorkers who have felt first hand terrorism’s brutal consequences, and who have known what it is like to have our communities under siege, we take the threat of terrorism very seriously,” said Governor Spitzer. 

“This agreement represents a major step forward for national security and will make New York and the entire country safer. It allows us to continue moving forward to license undocumented immigrants securely, while also allowing New York to implement the steps necessary to avoid economic and convenience costs to all New Yorkers as new federal travel restrictions come into effect.”

“We are pleased DHS has worked with us to address many of our concerns about REAL ID, which allows New York to being implementing the system so New Yorkers will not need a passport simply to board a plane.  DHS also heard our concerns about the need to safeguard our Upstate economy, and agreed to allow us to provide an enhanced drivers license as an alternative to a passport to permit the free-flow of  commerce across the New York-Canadian border.”

“This agreement also demonstrated the benefits of putting politics aside when advancing sound policy. I respect Secretary Chertoff’s feelings about providing undocumented immigrants with drivers licenses, and applaud him and the Department of Homeland Security for recognizing that this is a state decision and that we can still implement such a policy in ways that will make the system safer and secure for all Americans.” 


###


STATEMENTS BY DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY MICHAEL CHERTOFF AND NEW YORK STATE GOVERNOR ELIOT SPITZER


Secretary Michael Chertoff 
  
I’m pleased to have reached agreement with New York on drivers license security.   
  
As you know, the Department has been working hard to implement two important laws that will add greatly to our security.  Both of them were recommended by the 9/11 Commission.  The first, the REAL ID Act, raises the bar for the security of drivers’ licenses, so that we actually can rely on those documents.  The REAL ID Act requires that the federal government accept only drivers licenses that clearly establish identity and legal presence in the United States.  The second, the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, or WHTI, requires passports or similar secure documents (including secure Enhanced Drivers Licenses) for everyone who crosses our borders, including the land border with Canada. 
  
I’m pleased that New York has agreed to work with the Department to move forward with both REAL ID and Enhanced Drivers Licenses. 
  
Let me expand: 
  
New York has announced a number of anti-fraud security measures to meet the requirements of REAL ID to make their drivers licenses more secure than they already are.  The state is using advanced facial recognition technology, central issuance procedures, and advanced document verification systems.  These techniques will make New York licenses among the most secure in the country.  The Governor has also committed to marking licenses that do not meet federal requirements and to adopting a residency requirement to prevent misuse of New York licenses by people from out of state.  This meets the requirement that REAL ID licenses be tamper-proof, secure and available only to U.S. citizens or those lawfully in the country. 
  
We are pleased to announce that New York State will work with the Department of Homeland Security to launch a program to issue an “Enhanced Driver’s License,” in accordance with the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative.  This step, which several other states have already taken, will not only help ensure the security of New York’s northern border, but will ensure the economic vitality of Upstate New York and the border communities by promoting convenient and secure travel documents. 
  
We have also listened to New York’s concerns about REAL ID, as we have with all states, and we hope to announce final regulations shortly that provide a sensible solution from a cost, convenience and privacy perspective.   
  
Now, REAL ID and WHTI licenses are quite obviously not available to people illegally in the United States – either because of illegal entry or overstay.  To the extent that New York issues a class of license that is not based on lawful presence in the United States, those licenses will not comply with REAL ID or WHTI requirements. 
I don’t endorse giving licenses to people who are not here legally, but federal law does allow states to make that choice.  What we can do is insist that licenses that do not meet federal requirements be clearly so labeled.  New York has agreed to do that.   

In sum, that clarification, along with implementing REAL ID and Enhanced Drivers Licenses represents a major step forward for security, both for New York and for the country.  Accordingly, I’m pleased to have reached this agreement. 
  
Governor Eliot Spitzer 
  
With the steps the Secretary and I are announcing today, we will usher in the most secure licensing system in the nation – one that will offer New Yorkers maximum choice for drivers licenses to bring people into the system, uphold the strictest security standards and ensure the economic vitality of Upstate New York. 
  
Let me walk through these steps: 
  
The recent policy change we made, and the anti-fraud security measures we tied to it, will continue moving forward.  However, given that, as a result of the expected final REAL ID regulations that we understand will address our previous concerns, New York’s license will already be close to compliance with the new federal requirements, we now believe we can implement both REAL ID and our policy change at the same time. 
  
I am also pleased to announce that after several months of discussions with the Department of Homeland Security, State DMV and Federal DHS will implement a program to develop an “Enhanced Driver’s License” that can be accepted at our Northern border instead of a passport, which will be required next year under federal law.  This is a critical win for the Upstate economy.  While we never want to sacrifice security for anything, in the best of all worlds, we would also not have to sacrifice our economic vitality.  We expect that this program will achieve both. 
  
We have spoken to DHS about our concerns with REAL ID and they have assured us that their final regulations that are coming out soon will address the cost, convenience and privacy concerns we have mentioned in past comments.  As we said months ago, it has always been our intention to implement REAL ID so long as DHS was responsive to our concerns and we are confident they have been.  We are pleased DHS has been so responsive to New York and all other states in accommodating our concerns to ensure we have both national standards for licenses and also the ability to implement this in a way that is practical. 
  
In sum, this will be the most secure licensing system in the country – one good for cross-border purposes, one for federal purposes, and one for non-federal purposes.  While there may be some cost differences among the licenses, and additional requirements mandated by federal law for those licenses for federal purposes, we are on our way to offering New Yorkers the option of three secure licenses to drive and travel in this state, in this country and throughout the Western Hemisphere. 


