Canadian and U.S. Chambers of Commerce Report on Borders
Recommendations for Canadian Government addressed in Budget 2008
	Recommendation
	Budget 2008

	Food and Agriculture Exports: Low-Risk Food Importer and Pre-clearance

	Commit to the development of a pilot program to expedite processing of qualified low-risk food importers.
	$48 million over the next two years towards the government’s food health and consumer product safety strategy will lower risks to the domestic food supply and provide the Canadian Food Inspection Agency with the opportunity to improve cross-border trade in food and agriculture with the U.S.

	Commit to the development of pre-clearance processes for food processors.
	

	NEXUS

	Continue to market the benefits of the NEXUS program with the target of one million participants.
	$14 million over the next two years to expand NEXUS by adding dedicated infrastructure, increasing the number of users from 160,000 to 350,000, and better targeting frequent travellers.

	Create a formal review process for NEXUS rejections or revocations.
	

	Enhanced Drivers’ Licences / Security Vicinity RDIF Technology

	Devote the necessary funds and resources to ensure that the development of EDLs are undertaken and accepted at all border crossings.
	$6 million over the next two years for federal activities to support provinces and territories planning to introduce enhanced driver’s licences (which will include RFID).

	Advance the implementation of secure vicinity RFID technology at all major border crossings and encourage travelers to obtain documentation that uses this technology.
	

	Increasing Staffing, Training and Hours of Services at Border Crossings

	Ensure adequate funding is provided to deliver efficient border services, including the training of border officials.
	$75 million over two years to ensure that the Canada Border Services Agency has the resources it needs to effectively manage the border.

	A Border Contingency Plan: Deliver on Montebello Commitments

	Further develop the plan to manage the movement of people and goods during and following a full or partial closure of the border.
	$29 million over two years to support Montebello priorities, including $1 million to review and test the emergency protocols currently in place with government departments and industry (Budget 2006 invested $24 million to harmonize and strengthen Canada-U.S. business resumption plans in the event of a shutdown at the border).


