From: Snyder, Alan [mailto:alan.snyder@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2007 12:23 PM
To: Snyder, Alan
Subject: Rep. Slaughter WHTI language in DHS appropriations
The House Appropriations Committee last night approved the FY08 Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  Rep. Slaughter worked closely with the DHS Appropriations Chairman, Rep. David Price, to include language on WHTI in the Chairman's mark.  Specifically, the Committee bill appropriates $202 million to DHS for FY08 and FY09 for implementation of WHTI, BUT prohibits DHS from getting $100 million of that total until the House/Senate appropriations committee receives a report from DHS that includes:
 

"the results of pilot programs used to develop and implement the plan required by Section 7209 of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (WHTI).....which includes the folowing information: (1) infrastructure and staffing required, with associated costs, by port of entry; (2) updated milestones for plan implementation; (3) detailed explanation of how requirements of such section have been satisfied; (4) confirmation that a vicinity read radio frequency technology identification card has been adequately tested to ensure operational success; and (5) a description of steps taken to ensure the integrity of privacy safeguard."
 

The bill report makes it clear that the Committee does not believe DHS has an overall strategy for WHTI implementation and that all pilot projects (ie. Washington State driver's license) need to be finished before WHTI may go into effect.  The Committee also points out that DHS is ignoring some of the WHTI parameters that Congress approved last year in the FY07 Homeland Security appropriations bill.
 

The bill hasn't been filed yet and is not available online, but I've attached the relevant sections from the bill and the Committee's report.  We expect the bill to be on the House floor early next week.  Rep. Slaughter will have a complete statement on her WHTI provisions once the legislation has cleared the House.
 

Please let me know if you have any questions.
 

Alan
 

Alan B. Snyder
Legislative Assistant
Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter (NY-28)
