Sent: Thu Sep 27 14:50:51 2007 
Subject: Vermont Agrees to Implement EDL 
Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff and Vermont Governor Jim Douglas signed an MOU yesterday making Vermont the nation's second state (after Washington) to implement an enhanced driver's license pilot program. The enhanced driver's licenses, which are scheduled to become available in Vermont by late 2008, will contain electronic chips that confirm with a swipe through a border checkpoint computer that the state has conducted a background check on a person. Documentation required for the check, such as proof of citizenship or immigration status and identity, is similar to data the government verifies before issuing a passport. States can establish the program for far less money than Real ID. According to State Transportation Secretary Neale Lunderville, implementing the enhanced driver's licenses will only cost Vermont taxpayers $1.5 million, while implementing Real ID would cost $9 million.
  
Homeland Security chief announces passport alternative for Vermonters 
Published: Thursday, September 27, 2007 By Adam Silverman Free Press Staff Writer 
Vermonters will be able to present a new type of driver's license instead of a passport when entering the United States from Canada after the federal government tightens identification requirements at the border next year, the secretary of the Homeland Security Department said Wednesday during a visit to Burlington. 
Michael Chertoff and Gov. Jim Douglas signed legal papers making Vermont the nation's second state to implement the so-called "enhanced driver's license" program, which proponents in federal and state government argue will boost security while making cross-border travel in North America quicker, more convenient and less expensive. 
"We're reducing the types of identification and making sure only secure identification can be used to cross the border, but we're also making sure we give people a choice," Chertoff said. "The ability to have an enhanced driver's license ... will, I think, be a big step forward in making it easy to get this kind of secure documentation in the hands of citizens who cross the border every day." 
Beginning next summer the federal government will require people entering the country from Canada or Mexico to present secure identification. Acceptable forms include passports and cards known as Real ID. Enhanced driver's licenses are meant as an alternative. 
The new licenses would not serve as substitutes for passports for international air travel but would be valid at all North American border crossings and sea ports, Chertoff said. 
New driver's licenses, which are scheduled to become available in Vermont by late 2008, will contain electronic chips that confirm with a swipe through a border-checkpoint computer that the state has conducted a background check on a person. Documentation required for the check, such as proof of citizenship or immigration status and identity, is similar to data the government verifies before issuing a passport, proponents said. 
Using enhanced driver's licenses should cut down on delays entering the United States, Chertoff said. 
"We are very sensitive about not wanting to impede the flow of travel and trade that is very much a part of the economic fabric of Vermont and other border states," the secretary said. 
The secretary, Douglas and state transportation and motor vehicles officials trumpeted the new licenses as advantageous for several reasons:
States can establish the program for far less money than Real ID. Implementing enhanced licenses will cost Vermont taxpayers $1.5 million, compared with $9 million for Real ID, state Transportation Secretary Neale Lunderville said. 
People would save money, too. The new licenses will add about $15 to $20 to the normal fee of $25 for two years or $40 for four years, Motor Vehicles Commissioner Bonnie Rutledge said. New passports cost $97, and renewals, $67, according to the U.S. State Department, although they are valid for 10 years for people older than 16. 
Enhanced driver's licenses are optional, unlike Real ID. Residents of states that implement Real ID would be required to obtain one, Rutledge said. Vermonters could keep their typical driver's licenses if they prefer, but they would need a passport for entering the United States. 
The new licenses are easy to obtain. Vermonters would visit their local DMV office to acquire one, and the enhanced license would arrive by mail within a few days, Douglas said. Passport processing takes six to eight weeks, according to the State Department. 
"It will save the taxpayers money," the governor said, referring to the state's startup costs, "and be much more cost-effective for individuals, too." 
Tighter identification requirements at North American border crossings will go into effect at the start of the year. Although agents will not require passports or other enhanced IDs until summer, people must present government-issued photo identification, Chertoff said. 
Passports and enhanced IDs will be mandated before Vermont unveils the enhanced driver's licenses, but Chertoff said his department will work with the state to help plug the several-month gap. 
Vermont joined Washington as the only U.S. states to agree to the enhanced-license program. Washington is further along in developing the plan and intends to start issuing the new IDs in January, Chertoff said. Arizona is preparing to sign legal papers with Homeland Security soon, and the department is in talks with Michigan, Minnesota, New York and several Canadian provinces about creating similar protocols, Chertoff said. 
The program is not without its critics, though much of their ire has been directed at Real ID for being compulsory and, opponents contend, an invasion of privacy. Others have argued that tighter identification requirements will restrict and inconvenience border-state residents, especially those who do business frequently in the neighboring country. 
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